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SUBJECT: GOF REQUESTS RECONSIDERATION OF FCC RULING AGAINST 
TRANSATLANTIC CABLE 

1 . SUMMARY: THE GOF HAS REQUESTED RECONSIDERATION OF A FEDERAL 
COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION RULING THAT NO NEW TRANSATLANTIC 
CABLES SHOULD BE BUILT BEFORE 1985. THE FINNISH REQUEST 
APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN MADE IN CONCERT WITH OTHER MEMBERS 

OF THE CONFERENCE EUROPEENE DES ADMINISTRATIONS DES 
POSTES ET DES TELECOMMUNICATIONS. END SUMMARY 

2. ON FEBRUARY 22, THE ECONOMIC COUNSELOR CALLED ON MFA'S 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS ERKKI MAENTAKANEN 
AT THE LATTER'S REQUEST. MAENTAKANEN ASKED THAT THE 
EMBASSY INFORM WASHINGTON ON CONCERNS OF THE GOF THAT ARE 
SET OUT IN THE FOLLOWING AIDE-MEMOIRE HANDED OVER AT THE 
END OF THE INTERVIEW: 

"FEBRUARY 22, 1978 
"AIDE-MEMOIRE 

"TRANSATLANTIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

"TO EXTEND AND IMPROVE TRANSATLANTIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
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IT WAS DECIDED IN FEBRUARY 1977 IN A MEETING OF 
EUROPEAN AND NORTH AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING IN 
THIS FIELD THAT A NEW TRANSATLANTIC CABLE SHOULD BE 
BUILT BY JANUARY 1981. CONTRARY TO THIS DECISION THE 
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION OF THE UNITED STATES, 

HOWEVER, ISSUED A RULING THAT NO NEW SUBMARINE CABLE 
SHOULD BE BUILT BEFORE 1985. 
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"IN THE DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN THE FINNISH POSTAL AND 
TELECOMMUNICATION ADMINISTRATION AND THE UNITED 
STATES TELECOMMUNICATION COMPANIES CONCERNED IT WAS 
AGREED THAT FINLAND WOULD RESERVE 23 CIRCUITS FOR HER 
DISPOSAL IN THE COMING TRANSATLANTIC CABLE WHICH ALSO 
IN THE CASE OF FINLAND WOULD RENDER TRANSATLANTIC 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS MORE VERSATILE AND OPERATIONALLY 
SECURE. ON THE OTHER HAND FINLAND PREFERS THE CABLE 
SYSTEM ALSO BECAUSE OF ITS SOMEWHAT LOWER COSTS. 

"AS OTHER MEMBERS OF THE CONFERENCE EUROPEENE DES 
ADMINISTRATIONS DES POSTES AT DES TELECOMMUNICATIONS, 
FINLAND WOULD WELCOME IT IF THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT SOUGHT RECONSIDERATION OF THE DECISION 
MADE BY THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION IN 
ORDER TO ENABLE THE BUILDING OF A NEW TRANSATLANTIC 
SUBMARINE CABLE BY 1981. FINLAND SPUUPORT ALL EFFORTS 
TO FIND A SOLUTION SATISFACTORY TO ALL PARTIES CONCERNED." 

3. THE ECONOMIC COUNSELOR SAID FINNISH VIEWS WOULD BE 
COMMUNICATED TO THE APPROPRIATE USG AUTHORITIES. 
RIDGWAY 
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